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Evaluation Question 4

THE USE OF THE BLOG IN RESEARCH AND PLANNING
Some of the first posts on my blog displayed my initial research into trailers, which included the analysis of the Mall Cop and Johnny English trailers. Initially, I had no system to organize these posts, and they were on the blog simply in the order that they were posted, with newer posts appearing at the top of the blog and the old ones at the bottom. As I began to accumulate more posts, it became impractical to have to trawl through pages to find what I wanted, so I used the “categorize” function on the dashboard to organize my posts. Creating the “Research and planning” category in which to place my research.

SHOWCASING MY PRODUCTION

As I posted more and more edits of my trailer, I invited anyone who watched my videos via YouTube to visit my blog using the description of my video and in the comments of the video page, since my videos on YouTube attracted over 200 views in all, a small percentage of which I hope followed my link to view my blog and vote in any polls that I had up. I posted my Final edit up on the blog, inviting my class, friends and family to view it and vote on the poll. I also created a separate category for the final edit. 
THE USE OF THE INTERNET

One of my first goals was to research trailers and their conventions, and with the internet being the most accessible at first I used that. My first stop was trailer sites like trailerspy and imdb, as well as the more popular YouTube. I searched by identifying films with similar genres, in my case Johnny English and Mall Cop and watching their trailers. I also watched the trailers for Get Smart and Bruce Almighty. By watching these trailers I gained a batter idea of the conventions of comedy trailers.
GENERATING AUDIENCE RESPONSE AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE BLOGS

By verbally inviting people to vote on my polls, and writing on the blog asking people to leave a comment and vote on the polls, I obtained some audience feedback from my target audience. The teacher’s comments, as I expected, offered the most constructive criticism, offering advice regarding the titles and the soundtrack, which I improved for the next edit. I also used the Private Message function on my Facebook page to ask people in my class to vote on my polls, which boosted the number of votes by a couple.
THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHY/PHOTOSHOP/PREMIERE ELEMENTS
When I was doing my AS Media project, creating a music magazine cover, I was completely new to Photoshop, and I had no idea how to use it and had limited skills. However during the course of the year I became familiar with Photoshop and now I find most skills like cutting out pictures, rasterizing and filling in second nature. In AS I put my front cover star against a plain background, making it easier to cut him out and place him on a created background, I repeated that this year. Mainly because I wanted to create my own background to control the colour. This year I had access to a higher quality camera than I had in AS, so my pictures were much sharper and looked much more professional. Also the new camera meant I didn’t have to rely on the flash to get the light, which pixilated the image. I made sure I took the photos during the day, to get the lighting right and avoid darkness which causes pixilation. My experience of using Photoshop last year (and using it in my free time on occasions) helped me a lot this year, as I didn’t have to spend valuable time getting to know new software. However I also learned some advanced photoshop skills from my friends, such as adjusting the contrast of photos.
     For editing my trailer, I was introduced to a new piece of software for me, Adobe Premiere Elements 2. The school originally planned to use Adobe Premiere Elements 4, an updated version, but it didn’t mix with our school computers as well and wasn’t very stable, crashing a lot, so we went with the former. The only real difference is the layout and style, but it’s basically the same. It took me time to grasp the mechanics of moving, editing and cutting clips, but with practice on music videos, I learned the skills I needed, such as fading in/out and making titles. To add my soundtrack, I used a program called Audacity, which recorded audio and converted it to an mp3. You could then import it into Premiere Elements via the “add media” function. The initial audio I imported was not very good quality, it was too quiet and sounded fuzzy, so I experimented on different audio and after adjusting the input and output volume, it sounded smoother. It still wasn’t perfect in the final trailer, but it was still up to a good standard.
